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ROBERT HOME.

A BRIEF ESSAY ON THE LIFE AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF A DEDICATED PUBLIC SERVANT.

Researched and written by his Gt/Gt/Gt/Gt nephew, Graeme Glass, Havelock North, New Zealand. gglass@xtra.co.nz

2nd November 2005.

Robert was born in the small Tweedside village of Horncliff in the English county of Northumberland on 22nd January 1792, the son (and youngest child) of John Home and his wife Elisabeth Millar.

Although he was born in England, Robert’s ancestry was very clearly Border Scots and firmly rooted in the county of Berwickshire.   His father, John Home had been born in the Berwickshire village of Gordon and we believe that his forebears had been tenant farmers and tacksmen in that area for about 300 years, and were possibly settled on the land when it was purchased by Lord Home from the Earl of Huntly in the latter years of the 15th Century.   Hume Castle, which was the power base of the Home family is situated only a few miles east of Gordon and it was normal for feudal barons to surround themselves with trusted retainers living nearby in case of raids or other military emergencies.  The Home lords were often Wardens of the East March, responsible for law and order in their region and it was easier to keep the peace if a Warden had a “tail” of hardy mosstroopers at his back.  Whatever else they may have been the Border horsemen were probably the most effective light cavalry in the British Isles.  

John Home was the fourth son of George Home and his wife Alison Brodie who were married at Gordon on 25th April 1743.  Their family consisted of:


Robert


Baptised 
6 Feb 1744


Alexander



15 May 1748


James




11 Mar 1750


John




12 Mar 1753


William



12 May 1757


George




20 Oct 1758


Janet




23 Dec 1759


Isabel




12 Apr 1765.

George Home died at East Gordon on 11 Dec 1786 (aged 80 yrs) and Alison Brodie die two years later on 12 Jun 1788 (aged 67yrs).  Both are buried in Gordon churchyard, their graves being marked by a tombstone.

I have not been able to positively identify the marriage of John Home and Elisabeth Millar.   They are noted in the parish records of Norham (in which the village of Horncliff stands) as having had Banns read on 30  Apr 1769 but not married there.  There could have been complications caused by the fact that as Scots John and his bride were Presbyterians whereas the official religion of Norham (and England)was Anglican..     There is a marriage in St. Cuthberts Church, Edinburgh between John Home and Elisabeth Millar on 7 Nov 1769 but I have doubts about this being “our” couple because of ages and occupations.   However,  it appears that they did marry some time in 1769 and at first they may have lived at Whitsome & Hilton parish in Berwickshire.  There was an Alison Home, whose father’s name was John, baptised here in 1771.  This John’s occupation was given as “Ditcher” and it may seem dubious to compare it with later occupations of Joiner, Carpenter etc.  The family moved to Horncliff prior to 1776 where the rest of their children were born.  They were:-



John

1776.   
Died 
1786, Norham



George

1781


1786        “



Isabella
1783


1857  Gattonside. Rox.



Helen
    Est
1786


1863  Lauder



Mary       Est
1790

Pre
1842  Lynes Mill, Peebles.



Alexander
  ???


???



Robert

1792


1867  Melrose.

Soon after Robert was born the family moved to Gattonside, just across the Tweed from Melrose.    Robert received his early education here at the Parish School.  He was often heard to relate how the boys of the school were allowed every liberty in defacing the Abbey until one day it was announced that such destruction had to cease since Sir Walter Scott’s great epic poem, “The Lay of the Last Minstrel”  had been written to celebrate the existence of the ruin.  
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MELROSE ABBEY FROM THE SOUTH WEST.

The Abbey, which is probably the greatest of the Border Abbeys, was founded by King David I in 1136 and was the first Cistercian Establishment in Scotland.     It was badly damaged by invading English forces during the many wars which were a feature of life on the Borders.  The worst destruction  took place in 1544 and 1545 when Evers and Hertford wreaked havoc on practically every town and village on the border.   After their work there followed a period of neglect during the Reformation and its aftermath until finally the great structure became a quarry used by the locals to salvage lead and stone.   Fortunately Sir, Walter Scott’s intervention stopped the desecration while there was enough of the old structure to admire.

At this stage of his life Robert’s father was a farmer and it is possible that he moved to Gattonside to work with his younger brother William, who had purchased a property known as Gateside Farm,
 situated on the Western fringes of Gattonside.

William had formerly been described as a tenant and a tacksman of Gordon Mid Mill and he remained at Gateside for a few years before taking up the lease of Hollybush, near Galashiels.

Robert grew up among the gardens and orchards of Gattonside.   The land slopes towards the River Tweed and before the Reformation had been the gardens of  Melrose Abbey.   In those days, before the Chain Bridge was built in 1826, it is said that the monks used to cross the river on stilts, probably a journey with some room for excitement, given the stony bed of the river.
  

His early years of childhood and youth spent in the peaceful surroundings of Tweedside  with the magnificent river, the old town of Melrose with its grand old Abbey against the backdrop of the Eildon Hills made a lasting impression on Robert and although he lived most of his life at Berwick upon Tweed he never lost his love for the scenes of his early life.

At the age of thirteen or fourteen Robert went to Berwick to work as a law clerk in the office of W. Willoby Esq who proved to be his fast friend and ultimately, and when he had completed his studies, he was admitted into a partnership as a solicitor. 

Robert completed his training in London and it was here that he found a good friend and mentor in the Rev. Doctor Alexander Waugh,
 another Scotsman who was a fine patron and advisor to many young Scots who were cast into the metropolis of London to complete their studies.  Robert’s friendship with the Waugh family extended to the eldest daughter, Margaret and they were married in London in 1826 before settling down for the rest of their lives in Berwick,  They lived in the community of Tweedmouth, on the southern bank of the Tweed in an area  which was named “Ravensdowne”.

The Homes had two daughters, Mary who was born in Berwick in 1827 and Elizabeth who was also born in Berwick, about 1830. Mary married the Rev. Professor Eadie, an eminent theologian of Glasgow in October 1862.  They had no children and Mary died  on 22nd Sept.1916, aged 89 years.     At the time of her death she was living at 23 Chalmers Street, Edinburgh and she was described in the Census of 1901 as an “Annuitant”.   

Elizabeth married Robert Ormsby Roper in 1858 at Berwick upon Tweed.  Mr. Roper is described as Captain Roper and in the words of  Elizabeth’s cousin, Alexander Hopkirk, he was an “Irish Gentleman”.  Presumably he had some military connections because their son Percy, an officer in the Royal Engineers, met an untimely death in 1881 at the age of 22.  He was shot with his own revolver at the Barracks in Chatham and for some time the conclusion was that it was a case of suicide.   However, some years later, in India, a fellow officer, on his death bed ,  confessed to murdering Percy,

and  making it look like suicide.

  I have not been able to find any trace of the Ropers in English records and I have assumed that they either lived abroad or had property in Ireland.   I do no know if they had other children.

Robert Home proved to be a very successful Solicitor, popular and efficient and his  professional career flourished in Berwick and the surrounding district. He soon became known and respected  for his sagacity, his energy, integrity and generosity..  His obituary, published in The Berwick Advertiser of 6th September 1867 gives a particularly glowing account of his noble character and his high  standing in the community.   The article is studded with words of praise and in one passage states: “A more humble and unselfish person has rarely existed and his benefactions to all religious and charitable objects were on a scale of rare liberality and munificence”.

He was an attached member of the United Presbyterian Church and served the church at Wallace Green for many years. He was active in the Bible Society and taught Sunday School at Tweedmouth for nearly 60 years.  He was a devout Presbyterian but was also mixed with and was  highly respected  by members of the Church of England

and other orders. 

He was also heavily involved with public offices and held the position of Town Clerk from 1849 until his death.   So highly was he regarded in this role that a public subscription was held to raise money to have his portrait painted and presented to him.    After  his death this portrait was hung in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall, an honour accorded to no other servant of the Council.
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           ROBERT HOME.

Robert also held the office of Clerk of the Peace from 1849, Superintendent Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths from 1842 and Clerk to the Harbour Commissioners from 1847.
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In their final years Robert and Margaret became quite frail but this did not deter them from visiting the scenes of Roberts childhood and youth in Melrose and Gattonside as often as possible.. The memories of those years must have been very dear to him and although his parents had died many years before he did have Hopkirk nephews still living in Gattonside.  Robert Hopkirk was a shoemaker and his brother, Alexander Hopkirk was the village schoolteacher. 

Margaret died at Berwick in 1866 and Robert followed her to the grave soon after.

He was making one of his nostalgic visits to Melrose when he was taken ill on 3rd September 1867 while visiting an old friend and despite receiving prompt medical help he passed away peacefully that afternoon.  Fortunately he had summoned his daughter Mary from her home in Glasgow and she and a Niece were with him at the end.

� I have a copy of the relative Sasine.


� Dr. Waugh was one of the founders of the London Missionary Society.





